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CASE STUDY: 
MELROSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

• David Eaves
LPA, Inc.

MELROSEelementary school
CASH 2008

Reconstruction and Modernization

Site Acreage:  7.3 Acres (Includes Joint Use Playfields)
Square Footage of Project:  70,400 SF (12,000 SF Modernization & 58,400 SF New)
Building Cost per Square Foot:  $182.00 / SF
Number of Students to be Accommodated by Project:  800 Students
Number of Teaching Stations:  32 Teaching Stations
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MELROSE

Industrial ContextSimple and Neutral

elementary school

Placentia

MELROSE
View From La Jolla Street View From Playfields

Simple, Straightforward

Lack of Ornamentation

Distinctive Roof Form

Historical Significance

Design Aesthetic

View From New Drop Off

elementary school

Existing Gymnasium
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MELROSE

Embracing The Vibrant Mexican American Community

Educating The Community About Itself

Respecting History While Looking Toward The Future

elementary school

The Philosophy
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MELROSE
Campus Center
Spatial Adjacency Diagram

Campus Quad

Auto Drop-off

To Bus Drop-off

7 x
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Site Detail
•Parking for 70 
cars

•Separate bus 
and vehicular 
circulation

•Playfields and 
hard courts 
accessible to the 
public after 
school hours 

•Pedestrian 
access to 
playfields

•Pedestrian traffic 
to from 
neighborhood

•Separate food 
service access
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MELROSE

The “Story”
PRESENT THE “FLOOD”

THE “UMBRELLAS”

elementary school

The Poetic

PAST

W A T E R
1. Administration/ Entry
2. Existing Gymnasium
3. Teachers Lounge
4. Kindergarten Play Area
5. Kindergarten Rooms
6. Lunch Shelter
7. Campus Courtyard
8. Main Circulation
9. Classroom Block
10. Joint Use Play Fields
11. Hard Courts
12. Headstart School Site

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

10.

melrose street

la jollaavenue

8.

9.

Flood Control Channel

context

the flood of 1933

the abstracted movement of water across the site flows from the original gymnasium, representing the past, to the symbolic 
graduation off campus, representing the future - education occurs in between within contemporary classroom structures. the 
remodeled gymnasium also houses the administration facility and faculty lounge.

site entry

10.

12. 7.

11.

site  /  floor  plan

N
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MELROSE
Public Entry Lobby
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Site Detail

View From Melrose Street

the library reading area becomes a “lantern” for the 
community and a symbolic beacon for learning.

Restored Gymnasium
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1. Classroom
2. Shared Computer Lab
3. Student Restroom
4. Staff Restroom
5. IT Room
6. Janitor Room

1.

1.

1.

1.

2.

3.

4.5.

6.

typical classroom cluster

shared computer lab

classroom

Visual Access Visual Access

full size shared computer labs associated with each cluster of four 
classrooms create an effective and efficient learning environment.

UMBRELLAS

“umbrellas” at the campus entry, the 
lunch shelter, and the library provide 
protection from the elements and create 
an all encompassing canopy 
representing the welcoming attitude
of the new school and a departure from 
segregation.

reversing “segregation”

“water” wall



9

the dynamic lunch shelter provides a neighborhood gathering space designed with the community for 
events and festivals, restoring the campus as the center for social activities.
lightweight benches made from recycled plastics are easily removed and stored.

lunch shelter

H  I  S  T  O  R  Y renovated gymnasium

the gymnasium was restored as the center piece for 
the school as well as the community. dramatic 
changes in lighting, materials and building systems 
restore a neighborhood sense of pride as well 
as recreating an important venue for community 
events. 

restoring community pride

before
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existing gymnasium and administration building

before
connected to the campus through the use of the “umbrella”.

remodeled interior

L I G H T 

1. Library Entry/Checkout
2. Library Stacks
3. Group Reading Area (tree house)
4. Library Support
5. Computer Lab
6. RSP Office

1.
4.6.

5. 2.

3.

an environment for learning

library interior



11

an abstracted “tree house” provides a daylit niche for group 
reading while creating a “lantern” for the neighborhood.

C O M M U N I T Y   a joint use park adjacent to the school provides playfields for the 
children while the school brings new energy to an underutilized 
neighborhood park


