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Master Planning Basics

Dennis L. Dunston, AIA, REFP, LEED AP

Facilities Master Planning

• A tool for planning
• Assess current conditions
• Plan for the future
• Plan for a local bond
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Requirements
• Education Code 

Sections 16011, 
16322, 17017.5

• SFPD 4.07, 4.08

Elements of the Master Plan
• Demographics
• Educational Specifications
• Capacity Analysis
• Needs Assessment
• Financial Plan
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Educational Specifications

• Abbreviated 
• No site specific information
• Applicable to both New Construction and 

Modernization

Needs Assessment

• Identify need for:
– Repairs
– Upgrades
– Changes due to 

educational program
• Identify timing for 

needs
• Identify cost of needs
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Financing Plan

• Federal funding opportunities
• State funding opportunities
• Local funding opportunities

– Developer fees
– Redevelopment funds
– Local bond


